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Ultimate Bug Out Location Checklist Items

Water Systems

 Minimum 1 gallon per person per day (stored)

 Long-term water barrels (BPA-free or stainless)

 Collapsible water containers/bladders
 Water filters (Sawyer Mini, Berkey, Katadyn)

 Filter replacements & spare O-rings
 Purification tablets or liquid chlorine drops

 Pre-filter mesh screens

 Rain catchment system (gutters, barrels, filter)
 Manual pump or gravity-fed filtration

 Backup water source nearby (creek, pond, well)
 Portable boiling pot or fire-safe kettle

 Water test kit (for contamination & pH)

Fuel, Fire & Heat

 Fire starters: Bics, ferro rods, waterproof matches
 Tinder (cotton, dryer lint, magnesium shavings)

 Fuel stabilizer (PRI-G, STA-BIL, etc.)
 Gasoline, diesel, and propane (properly stored)

 Backup fuel tanks or jerry cans

 Rocket stove or wood-burning stove
 Cast iron cookware (pan, pot, Dutch oven)

 Seasoned firewood supply (off-ground storage)
 Fire extinguishers (rated ABC)

 Carbon monoxide detector (battery-powered)
 Heat blankets / thermal sleeping bags

Food Storage & Cooking

 Canned goods (meats, beans, soups, veggies, fruit)

 Freeze-dried or dehydrated meals



Page 2 of 5

 Grains, rice, pasta, oats

 Salt, sugar, spices, oils, vinegar
 Comfort foods (coffee, chocolate, jerky)

 Manual can opener (multiple)
 Long-term food containers (Mylar, buckets, O₂ absorbers)

 Rodent-proof storage bins

 Cookware set (pots, pans, utensils, cutting board)
 Stove: propane, dual-fuel, or rocket type

 Extra fuel cartridges or canisters
 Dishwashing setup (soap, sponges, gray-water system)

 Food rotation log (FIFO method)

Power & Communication

 Generator (gas or dual-fuel)
 Solar panels with charge controller

 Battery bank (lithium preferred)
 Power inverter (pure sine wave)

 Extension cords, surge protectors, spare fuses

 Rechargeable batteries (AA, AAA, CR123, 18650)
 Battery tester

 Hand-crank or solar radios (NOAA-capable)
 HAM or CB radio + spare antenna wire

 EMP-resistant storage bags or ammo cans

 Spare charging cables, adapters, USB hubs

Security & Defense

 Firearms (rifle, shotgun, sidearm)

 Ammunition (stored dry, labeled, rotated)
 Spare magazines, cleaning kits, tools

 Perimeter alarms or tripwires

 Solar floodlights (motion activated)
 Lock kits (door, gate, storage)

 Reinforced hasps and hinges
 Night vision or thermal monocular

 Defensive dogs (trained, housed)

 Pepper spray / less-lethal options
 Binoculars / spotting scope
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 Spare batteries for optics & flashlights

 Fencing materials or barbed wire
 Camouflage netting

Medical & Hygiene

 First aid kits (home & field)
 Trauma gear (tourniquet, Israeli bandage, hemostatic gauze)

 Prescription meds (3–6-month supply)

 OTC meds (pain, allergy, stomach)
 Antiseptics (alcohol, iodine, hydrogen peroxide)

 Soap, sanitizer, wet wipes
 Toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss

 Feminine hygiene supplies

 Nail clippers, razors, tweezers
 Towels, washcloths, laundry soap

 Trash bags, bleach, baking soda
 Portable toilet & biodegradable bags

 Lye or lime for waste

 Disposable gloves & masks
 Insect repellent, sunscreen, lip balm

 Spare prescription glasses or contact lenses (plus cleaning kit)

Tools, Repairs & Maintenance

 Complete hand tool set

 Shovel, axe, hatchet, machete

 Duct tape, electrical tape, zip ties, paracord
 Nails, screws, wire, clamps, adhesives

 Knife sharpener / stones
 Sewing kit (needles, thread, patches)

 Lubricants (WD-40, oil, silicone)

 Measuring tape, level, chalk line
 Spare handles for tools

 Work gloves, safety goggles, dust masks
 Tarps, rope, bungee cords

 Ladder or step stool

 Pest control supplies
 Maintenance logbook
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Shelter Systems

 Roof sealant / patch materials

 Spare shingles, nails, caulk
 Insulation & weather stripping

 Thermal blankets / blackout curtains
 Window boards or covers

 Spare screens / mosquito netting

 Fireproof safe for documents
 Spare tarps / plastic sheeting

 Ventilation fans (solar/manual)
 Moisture absorbers / dehumidifiers

 Spare keys & duplicates

Documents & Digital Preparedness

 Printed maps (regional & topographic)
 Compass & GPS device

 Laminated emergency contacts list
 Offline copies of IDs, insurance, deeds, wills

 USB drive or SD card with encrypted backups

 Prepper binder (gear inventory, medical info, plans)
 EMP-safe storage for electronics & drives

Human & Mental Resilience

 Books, cards, board games
 Journals & pens/pencils

 Musical instrument

 Comfort items (coffee, snacks, tobacco)
 Faith or motivational materials

 Group communication plan (roles, routines)
 Conflict resolution & duty rotation chart

Vehicles & Evacuation
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 Bug out vehicle (serviced, fueled)

 Tire repair kit & inflator
 Jump starter / spare battery

 Spare fluids (oil, coolant, brake)
 Extra gas cans (rotated)

 Vehicle tool kit

 Tow straps / recovery gear
 Roof rack or cargo trailer

 Paper road maps
 Vehicle first aid kit

 Hidden cash & fuel reserve

Community & Networking

 Pre-coordinated meet-up points
 Shared radio frequencies with trusted contacts

 Local mutual-aid list
 Trade/barter stockpile (coffee, salt, ammo, meds, seeds)

 Printed skill manuals (gardening, mechanics, first aid)
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